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Introduction
Opposite All Saints¶ Parish Church on the north side of Church Street, Edmonton, at the
corner of Church Lane, is the building erected in 1907-08 as the Charles Lamb Memorial
Hall and Institute. Its Foundation Stone gives some basic information. Headed ³$0'*´
(³$G0DMRUHP'HL*ORULD´± To the Greater Glory of God) it states that ³7KLVVWRQHZDVODLG
on Saturday May 11th E\/DG\6W+HOLHU´ and then names the people principally
involved in the creation of the building: the architect ± J. S. Alder; the Vicar of Edmonton ±
Ernest A. B. Sanders and the builder ± Albert Monk.
Illustration No. 1

The Foundation Stone on the east wall of the Hall

To give an indication of WKHEXLOGLQJ¶V historic, architectural and social significance this
report describes its genesis and then looks at how it was used in the century before its
acquisition by the New Covenant Church. It answers the question of who were the persons
named on the foundation stone with special attention to the architect. Starting with the site
of the building, the Vicar and its funding, the report next outlines the career of its architect
and how its design relates to his other work, followed by consideration of just what was built
and how it has been regarded. Its local builder is introduced before descriptions of the
laying of the foundation stone and the ceremonial opening of the Hall and Institute. Finally,
there is a section on the ways the building has been used by the church and as a school,
court offices, a wartime Food Office and, after it was sold by All Saints¶ Church, as the
Tower Gym. The repairs soon to be carried out to the building by the New Covenant
Church assisted by the Heritage Lottery Fund will provide it with the potential for a further
century of service in the heart of Edmonton.
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Note
One point that should be made at this stage is that sources show little consistency in
naming the building. For convenience therefore, with the exception of quotations, when
reference is made below to ³WKH+DOO´WKHZKROHEXLOGLQJLVPHDQW; ZKLOVW³the &KXUFK+DOO´
UHIHUVWRWKDWKDOIRIWKHEXLOGLQJ DQG³the ,QVWLWXWH´WRWKHRWKHU1.

Edmonton
The ancient village of Lower Edmonton, around WKH3DULVK&KXUFKRI$OO 6DLQWV¶ZDVVPDOO
LQFRPSDULVRQZLWKWRGD\¶VVXEXUEDQGseparate from Upper Edmonton to the south which
was the other main settlement in the parish. Westwards the village hardly extended beyond
the corner of Church Street and Church Lane. Now all that survives in Church Street from
before 1700 are the Parish Church and its churchyard whilst a handful of other buildings
such as &KDUOHV/DPE¶V&RWWDJH and the former Charity School date from before 1800.
Much was demolished or rebuilt during the 19th century and the Ordnance Survey map of
1894/96 shows the site on the western corner of Church Street and Church Lane (coloured
yellow in the detail below), as vacant.
Illustration No.2

Detail from Ordnance Survey Map 1894/96

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
Shorter Oxford Dictionary   LQFOXGHV WKHIROORZLQJ GHILQLWLRQ RI ³Institute´ ± ³$VRFLHW\RU
organization instituted to promote literature, science, art, education or the like; also, the building in
ZKLFK VXFKZRUN LVFDUULHG RQ´ The intention in adopting the term must have been to indicate that
WKHEXLOGLQJ¶V SXUSRVHV ZHQW beyond those of a church hall.
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This had been the site of a group of rather pretty thatched and weather-boarded cottages
which were demolished in 1888. These were depicted in a postcard2.
Illustration No.3

The site before 1888

Why the Hall was needed
Edmonton grew considerably in the latter part of the 19th century. A population of about
5,000 in 1801 doubled in the next 50 years but took only 20 years to double again. In the
1880s a population of 23,000 in Edmonton (which still included Southgate) rose to 36,000
across the two districts and in the 1890s to 47,000 in Edmonton alone. By 1911 it had
almost reached 65,000. This growth had been stimulated by the arrival of a railway in 1849
with a station at Edmonton Green, a second more direct railway line in 1872 and trams
along Fore Street and the Hertford Road from 1881. &KHDSZRUNPHQ¶V fares set off a
building boom and a corresponding need for civic and social facilities 3.
A corresponding need was perceived also for churches and church schools and much was
done to meet the demand before 1900, when the Revd E. A. B. Sanders arrived as Vicar,
with several new churches built to supplement the old parish church of All Saints in Church
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
WKHFDUG DVUHSULQWHG LQWKHV LVFDSWLRQHG ³&KXUFK 6WUHHWWKHVLWHRI /DPEV
,QVWLWXWHF´ WKH(QILHOG /RFDO Studies Library and Archive say this is incorrect as the original
card in their collection has a hand-written note on WKH EDFN³FRWWDJHVRQ WKHVLWHRI WKH/DPE¶V
Institute pulled down 1888´.
# "7KRXJK

$ "Enfield

Local Studies Library and Archive: Area History No. 4, Lower Edmonton.
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Street. All Saints itself had been enlarged in 1889 with the addition of a south aisle and
south-east chapel by W. Gilbee Scott.4
In 1906, when the Vicar of Edmonton, the Revd E. A. B. Sanders, applied to the Bishop of
/RQGRQ¶V)XQG5 for a grant towards the cost of the Hall, he said in support that the
population of his parish was 33,701 in 5,650 inhabited homes 6. In a letter to them dated 16
July the same year, Sanders had said that the purpose of the Hall and buildings to be
erected on the site would be
³PDLQO\ Sunday School, Mission Services, Bible classes and all kind of directly
VSLULWXDOZRUN´
The Vicar greatly expanded on this when the foundation stone was laid. In its account of
that ceremony, the Tottenham and Edmonton Herald reported that he said that
³the purpose of the buildings was twofold, first to provide increased accommodation
for the ever-growing needs of that most populous parish, and secondly to perpetuate
the memory of one of those least known, and yet most brilliant, of English literary
characters. During the past seven years the population of the district had been very
considerably augmented, and it had been necessary to provide three permanent
churches in the area of the old parish. In addition there had been a need for
supplying extra day school accommodation which he was very thankful had been
carried to an issue, and also accommodation for the increasing needs of the Sunday
School and club life. Instead of the 500 children which the Sunday Schools
numbered some years ago, (they) now contained between 1,300 and 1,400, and
they had had to refuse over 150 admissions during the last six months because they
had no place to put them in their various buildings. That hall therefore (had) become
a necessity. The hall would, he hoped, be finished by the end of July, so that before
next winter they would have accommodation for 400 more children in their Sunday
Schools. Then there was all the club life of the parish. A number of young men,
who had been housed in the most incommodious of buildings for some time, at
imminent danger of their heads through falling ceilings and tumbling walls, would
find suitable accommodation in the Charles Lamb Institute´.7

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
of England: London 4: North. W. Gilbee Scott was an architect active in the
Enfield/Edmonton area and should not be confused with any Gilbert Scott.
% "Buildings

BLVKRSRI /RQGRQ¶V )XQG ZDV established in 1863 to make grants for the furtherance of
missionary work in the Diocese of London including the building of schools, churches, parsonages
and halls. 6DQGHUV¶ DSSOLFDWLRQ IRUP DQG DOOKLVFRUUHVSRQGHQFH ZLWKWKH )XQG DUH RQWKHLU ILOH RQ All
Saints Church Edmonton 1887-1911 which is at the London Metropolitan Archive (LMA) under ref.
DL/A/K/09/10/012.
& "The

the time of the 1901 Census the figures respectively were 46,899 and 7,816, but since then St
0LFKDHO¶VDQG 6W$OGKHOP¶VKDG EHFRPH VHparate parishes.
' "At

( "Tottenham

and Edmonton Herald 17 May 1907.
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The Revd Ernest A. B. Sanders (1858 ± 1917)8.
7KHDXWKRURI³Recollections of 1902´ LQthe All Saints souvenir brochure ³$&HOHEUDWLRQRI
<HDUV´, 1986) recalled that
³to us boys the Vicar, the Reverend Sanders, in his tall silk hat and frock coat on
Sundays seemed a very awe-inspiring figure´.
There is no doubt that he was a dynamic and energetic churchman and fund raiser. A
quotation from the Church Monthly of October 1913, included in his obituary in the Herald,
makes this very clear.
³3UHE6DQGHUVZLOOOLYHLQWKHVWRU\RIWKH'LRFHVHRI/RQGRQDVRQHRILWVIRUHPRVW
builders, for in every parish in which he has served he has set himself the task of
diligently attending to the fabrics. The Clergy House at Whitechapel, the
commodious building of the Highgate School, the Mission of St. 0DUN¶V'DOVWRQDQG
the really handsome Charles Lamb Memorial Hall at Edmonton, may be instanced
DVH[DPSOHVRI3UHE6DQGHUV¶ZRUNDVDEXLOGHU'XULQJKLVYLFDULDWHDW(GPRQWRQ
he has been responsible for the following works, the most part of the cost having
been raised by his personal e[HUWLRQV6W$OSKHJH¶V WHPSRUDU\LURQFKXUFK6W
0LFKDHO¶V6W$OGKHOP¶V6W6WHSKHQ¶VDQG6W0DUWLQ¶V WKH&KXUFK+DOO DQG
,QVWLWXWH WKHQHZER\¶VGD\1DWLRQDO 6FKRROIRUER\VUH-built the National
Schools, and added 339 places for girls and infants; Church Hall and Mission in
Tramway-DYHQXH6W0DWKLDV¶0LVVLRQ&KXUFK9LFWRULD-road: Maldon-road iron
mission room, and an additional class-URRPWRWKH3DULVK5RRP´
The prime instigator of the hall, Ernest Arthur Blackwell Sanders, was the son of Frederick
Sanders, a merchant of the City of London. After Highgate School and Worcester College,
2[IRUGKHEHFDPHFXUDWHDW6W-RKQ¶V+ROORZD\  9LFDURI$OO6DLQWV¶+ROORZD\
Rector of Whitechapel (1891) DQG9LFDURI6W0DUN¶V, Dalston (1896) before being appointed
Vicar of Edmonton in 1900. Whilst remaining Vicar, he became also Rural Dean of Enfield
LQDQGD3UHEHQGDU\RI6W3DXO¶V&DWKHGUDOLQ On his appointment in 1900 the
Herald said
³+HLVLQJUHDWUHTXLVLWLRQDVDSODWIRUP speaker, and may, in short, be described as
a busy man. He is very moderate in his views, and we believe he will find a warm
ZHOFRPHLQ(GPRQWRQ´
This assessment was confirmed in his obituary that said:
³%RWKas a pulpiteer and a platform orator he could always rise equal to any
occasion, and not only in command of language and power of utterance, but in
foresight and shrewdness he was recognised as one of the ablest speakers in
Edmonton. Broad-minded in his views, he worked in harmony with his
Nonconformist brethren, and on more than one occasion spoke at meetings at the
Baptist Church. To a man with so many-sided activities it was only natural that the
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
section has been compiled mostly from the following sources: Who was Who; WKH9LFDU¶V
obituary and the account of his funeral in the Tottenham and Edmonton Herald on 28 September and
5 October 1917.
) "This
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material, as well as the spiritual, needs of the poor in the parish claimed his ready
sympathy, and KLVQDPHZDVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKHYHU\FKDULWDEOHLQVWLWXWLRQ´
Sanders married Jane Biggs in 1882, when they were both 23, and they had a daughter.
His recreation was walking (and in his younger days, athletics).
In 1903 Sanders was elected on to the Edmonton School Board, and in 1904 became an
(GPRQWRQ'LVWULFWFRXQFLOORU6XEVHTXHQWO\DVDFDQGLGDWHIRUWKH5DWHSD\HUV¶DQG7UDGHUV¶
Defence Association, he was elected to represent Bury Street Ward on the Council and
later Church Street Ward, becoming Chairman of the Council in 1909 for three years. He
was also Treasurer of the charity that, in 1903, rebuilt the Almshouses next to the church
and President of the Edmonton Literary Society.
Illustration No. 4

The Revd E. A. B. Sanders at a meeting of the Edmonton School
Board (1901-04) (detail)
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Commissioning and Paying for the Hall
The principal source of money ZDVWKH%LVKRSRI/RQGRQ¶V)XQG. Sanders submitted his
grant application to them on 1 November 1906 giving details of the site, the need for the
building and the uses to which it would be put. Whilst the freehold site had been provided
by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the building would, on completion, be vested in the
Fund. The total cost of the building (referring to Phase 1) was estimated at £2,500 and
whilst no appeal had yet been made, about £100 had been promised.
No information on the tendering process seems to have survived9. However, it was
somewhat appropriate that the successful contractor should be Albert Monk who lived a
VWRQH¶VWKURZIURPWKHVLWHand, taking a strong interest in local matters, served with
Sanders on the School Board and as a District councillor, though he seems not to have
been much involved with his parish church10.
In his speech at the laying of the foundation stone, the Vicar said that the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners had made a gift of the site, the value of which was between £500 and £600.
Otherwise the cost of the building was estimated at about £4.700 of which £1700 had been
SURPLVHG³VRWKDWWKHUHLVDFRQVLGHUDEOHDPRXQWVWLOOWREHUDLVHG´ 11.
Evidently work proceeded at a cracking rate because on 10 August 1907, just 3 months
after the foundation stone was laid, the architect and Sanders signed their Certificate No. 1
for the completion of two-thirds of the work and this was submitted to the Bishop of
/RQGRQ¶V)XQG to release £312.10s which was half of the £625 grant for the first phase of
the work. Their Certificate No. 2 for completion of the work and the release of the rest of
the grant was signed on 14 September 1907 a little over a month later. As will be described
later, the Hall was in use at least as early as October 1907.
On 2 November 1907 Sanders was able to write and tell Mr Kirk of the Bishop of LonGRQ¶V
Fund that ±
³7KHFRQWUDFWIRUWKHFRPSOHWLRQRIWKe scheme for providing our new Church Hall
and Institute has come to hand.
³7KH+DOO WRZDUGVZKLFKWKH%LVKRSRI/RQGRQ¶V)XQGYoted a grant of £625 which
has been paid is finished and in use. The addition of other rooms will greatly add to
the usefulness of the building. The estimate for this addition and completion of the
EXLOGLQJ LV ´
Sanders then asked him to put the application for a grant for the second part of the scheme
before the Grant Committee.
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
is nothing on the files of the LMA or at the Enfield Local Studies Library and Archive. The
present Vicar of $OO6DLQWV¶has stated that no records at all have been retained by the parish.
* "There

!+ "There

is more about Monk below.

and Edmonton Herald. 17 May 1907. On this occasion the Vicar must have been
referring to the complete building.
!! "Tottenham
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The application was successful and again work must have rattled along quickly because
Certificate No. 1 was issued on 16 May 1908 and Certificate No.2 on 10 July, securing
payments for another £625.
The Herald12 reported that at the opening ceremony on 2 June 1908, the Vicar said that the
building had cost £5,400. Towards that he ³had scraped together £2,900 of which £1,200
FDPHIURPWKH%LVKRSRI/RQGRQ¶V)XQG´. He hoped the bazaar would raise £350 for the
fittings. In November there would be a Charles Lamb dinner at the Criterion Restaurant
when it was hoped to raise £2,000 ± Anthony Hope13 had promised to take the chair.
It was duly reported in The Times on 14 November 1908, under the heading ³7KH&KDUOHV
/DPE0HPRULDO%DQTXHW´WKDW
³7KHIHVWLYDOGLQQHULQFRQQH[LRQZLWKWKH&KDUOHV/DPE0HPRULDO +DOODQG,QVWLWXWH
Edmonton, was held at the Criterion Restaurant on Thursday night, Mr Anthony
+RSH+DZNLQVSUHVLGHG´
The guests included G. K. Chesterton as well as the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of
London. Mr R. W. Dibdin, speaking of the Hall,
³H[SUHVVHGWKHKRSHWKDWLQFRQVHTXHQFHRIWKDWQLJKW¶VJDWKHULQJWKH\ZRXOGEH
enabled to clear away the debt of £2,000 which still hung over the EXLOGLQJ´
Evidently the debt was not cleared. Fundraising is often much more difficult after the project
has been completed and this seems to have been the case here because The Gloucester
Citizen long after, on 6 September 1911, carried a rather curious report (presumably
syndicated) which, after an introduction about Lamb, said
³Three years ago a committee was formed to draw up a scheme for a Charles Lamb
Memorial Hall and Institute at Edmonton thanks to the urgent solicitations and
appeals of those who desired him to be more fittingly remembered. A festival dinner
was given with Mr Anthony Hope Hawkins in the chair and a vigorous campaign for
funds was inaugurated. Lately, however, the scheme has tended to fall into
abeyance perhaps owing to the fact that a large sum is still required. Now there has
been a complete reawakening, and the committee are determined to spare no effort
to collect the residue before the close of the year. It is possible that a bust of the
essayist may be placed within the Memorial Hall.14´
Even as late as 11 October 1913 identical letters from Sanders appeared in publications as
disparate as The Spectator and The Yorkshire Post. These said that
³$ERXWILYH\HDUVDJRDQLQIOXHQWLDO &RPPLWWHHZDVIRUPHGIRUWKHSXUSRVHRI
inauJXUDWLQJ DPHPRULDOWR&KDUOHV/DPE« WR WDNHWKHIRUPRID3XEOLF+DOO DQG
Institute in Edmonton, open to all. The estimated outlay was £7,500. Of this amount
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
!# "Tottenham

and Edmonton Herald 5 June 1908.

!$ "$QWKRQ\ +RSH +DZNLQV WKHDXWKRU RI ³7KH 3ULVRQHU RI=HQGD´

name Anthony Hope.
!% "This

appears never to have been done.
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and other novels, wrote under the

£5,000 upwards has been raised; the building has been erected, and is in full
working order.
³0D\ ,DSSHDOWR\RXUUHDGHUVWRFRQWULEXWHWKHEDODQFHRI VWLOOUHTXLUHGWR
complete the scheme? I feel sure that many who cherish the writings of Charles
Lamb will be ready to help in establishing this most fitting institution to his memory.
Cheques and postal orders may be sent to me at my address, and will be duly
acknowledged.-<RXUVHWF´
It sounds as if Sanders was getting desperate. Interestingly these articles and letters
emphasise the memorial aspect of the Hall and fail to make any mention of the religious
element he emphasised before. Also his figure for the final cost has inflated by nearly 30%
- had a loan been taken out adding interest to the shortfall? It is also revealing that Sanders
said in February 1914 that
³+HKDGEHHQWKHUe for 14 years and when he came there were four families that
gave the church £250 between them every year. They had all gone, or died, and he
had nobody in their place, and it was exceedingly difficult to work a parish of that
kind when there were no locDOUHVRXUFHVDWDOO´15

John Samuel Alder (1847 ± 1919)16
When the foundation stone of the Hall was laid, the Herald said
³The architect is Mr. J. S. Alder, from whose designs a number of churches have
been erected in North London, one of which is the newly-consecrated edifice of St.
6WHSKHQ¶V%XVK+LOO3DUN´.
This referred to the first phase of 6W6WHSKHQ¶V built in 1906-07 consisting of the east end
with most of the nave. The rest of the nave and the base of the tower were added in 1915,
though the top of the tower and proposed spire were never built. The war memorial
lychgate designed by Alder was added in 1920 after his death.

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
!& "Tottenham

and Edmonton Herald. 20 February 1914.

section summarises part of P\GLVVHUWDWLRQRQ $OGHU IRU WKH$UFKLWHFWXUDO $VVRFLDWLRQ¶V
Graduate Diploma in Building Conservation (1993). Its VWDUWLQJSRLQW ZDV $OGHU¶VDSSOLFDWLRQ (1916)
to become a Fellow of the RIBA WKH ³&DQGLGDWH¶V 6HSDUDWH 6WDWHPHQW´ LQWKH ³%LRJ)LOH´ LQWKH
RIBA Library) where he listed buildings he had designed. As this was at the end of his career when
building had virtually stopped in the Great War, the list is almost complete and, apart from a couple of
lapses of memory (e.g. one building appears twice and a nearby one not at all), accurate. It was not
difficult with the aid of the Buildings of England and other sources to create a reliable list of his work.
The RIBA application was DOVR LQIRUPDWLYH RQKLVWUDLQLQJ 6DGO\$OGHU¶VSHUVRQDO DQG SURIHVVLRQDO
papers were destroyed after the death of his widow.
!' "This
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Illustration No.5 (left)
Illustration No.6 (centre)
Illustration No.7 (right)

St Stephen¶V as built
$OGHU¶VDSSURYHGGHVLJQIRU6W6WHSKHQ¶V
War memorial l\FKJDWHDW6W6WHSKHQ¶V

0RVWRI$OGHU¶VFKXUFKZRUNZRXOGKDYHEHHQREWDLQHG E\UHFRPPHQGDWLRQEXWDIRUPDOO\
UXQFRPSHWLWLRQZDVKHOGIRU6W6WHSKHQ¶V7KHDVVHVVRU :'&DURH SODFHG$OGHU¶V
entry in third place but there was no obligation upon the parish to adopt the winning entry
and instead they chose $OGHU¶VGHVLJQ $OGHU FRQVLGHUHGWKDW6W6WHSKHQ¶VUHSUHVHQWHGKLV
work at its best and Sir John Betjeman later expressed a similar commendation17´
Alder had an earlier connection to Edmonton - before the Revd E. A. B. 6DQGHUV¶WLPHthere.
In 1894, he built a hall for St Mary¶V Edmonton but both church and hall have been
demolished. Apart from the Charles Lamb Hall and ,QVWLWXWHDQG6W6WHSKHQ¶VKis other
work there was DKDOOIRU6W0LFKDHO¶V in the Hertford Road18 and a hDOOIRU6W3HWHU¶VLQ
Bounces Road.
Altogether Alder designed 27 halls and most of them follow a basic formula which he
adapted according to requirements and budget. These were in brick with gabled ends but
of varying size and sometimes with extra accommodation under the main hall. There is
seldom much architectural ³show´EHFDXVHthey were often tucked in beside or behind the
church they served and even when more prominently sited, they remain simple so as not to
compete with the church. 7KHKDOOEXLOWIRU6W3HWHU¶V(GPRQWRQ(1908) is a well-preserved
example of this basic pattern. Occasionally some elaboration was possible - the hall at St
-RKQ¶V Palmers Green (1908) in Bourne Hill has a small tower with a chequerboard parapet
echoing the parapets of the church.

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
!( "³)URP )LHOGV WR)ODWV´

Denis Hoy 1984 (Page 43).

the church has been converted to flats, the hall, which is almost unrecognisable after a
period as a nightclub, has become the Inspirational Charismatic Church House of Prayer).
!) "Whilst
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Illustration No. 8 (left)
Illustration No. 9 (right)

6W3HWHU¶V+DOO%RXQFHV5RDG(GPRQWRQ
6W-RKQ¶V+DOO%RXUQH+LOO3DOPHUV Green

"""""""
At Walham Green (Fulham Broadway) WKHIRUPHU6W-RKQ¶V3DULVK+all (1911) is fitted
neatly into a High Street.
The only hall other than the Charles Lamb Hall and Institute which Alder faced with stone is
KLVRWKHU³LQVWLWXWH´the Carlile Institute (1891) at Methley in Yorkshire which was a
philanthropic gift to the town of a library with a lecture hall and classroom. It is stylistically
similar but much less successful architecturally.
Illustration No. 10 (left)
Illustration No. 11 (right)

)RUPHU6W-RKQ¶VParish Hall, Walham Green.
The Carlile Institute, Methley, Yorkshire

"""""""""""""
Thus the Charles Lamb complex is XQLTXHDPRQJ$OGHU¶VKDOOV. Stone-faced and on an
ambitious scale, it has a distinct and individual presence using its prominent site to make a
positive and harmonious contribution to Church Street without competing architecturally with
the church across the road. It is by far the best of his halls and the only one to have been
listed.
$OWKRXJK $OGHU¶VQDPHLVnot widely known and he is seldom mentioned in books on late
gothic revival architecture, his work will be familiar to many in North London. He built, or at
least started, 23 new churches, all but one in the Diocese of London (effectively
corresponding to the old County of Middlesex), with two in the London Borough of Enfield
and seven in the London Borough of Haringey, as well as new halls, vicarages and private
houses and church repairs and restorations. One of his churches is particularly familiar to
!#"
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North Londoners ± St James¶, Muswell Hill, whose splendid tower and spire dominate the
Broadway and are visible from much of London (church 1900-02, tower and spire 1910) and
it was the success of this design that led to other commissions enabling Alder to produce
his best work19.
Illustration No. 12

6W-DPHV¶&KXUFK0XVZHOO+LOO

John Samuel Alder was born on 13 January 1847 at Birmingham, the son of Peter Alder
(1821-1905), a carpenter, and Eliza, nee Pitt (1820-1891).
Peter Alder was the son of a baker in Kings Stanley in Gloucestershire who also was an
elder of the Baptist Chapel there. As a carpenter with a wife and a child on the way Peter
moved to Birmingham which was rapidly expanding and needed building tradesmen.
+RZHYHUDIWHU-RKQ6DPXHO¶VELUWK, the family moved to Worcestershire and by 1860 Peter
had become established as a builder in West Malvern. John Samuel was apprenticed to his
father and having passed through his workshops, acted as his Clerk of Works. Peter Alder
moved back to Kings Stanley where in 1875 he carried out alterations and improvements to
the Baptist Chapel for which he also prepared the plans and specifications.
This background must have given John Samuel a good grounding in building from trade
skills to supervision and possibly some design input. In 1868 he was articled to George
Cowley Haddon, an architect with a practice at Hereford and Great Malvern, ³ZKRQRWonly
gave him his articles but paid him a salary UHFRJQLVLQJWKHFDSDELOLW\RIKLVSXSLO´ +DGGRQ
designed banks and other commercial establishments, cemeteries and a hospital as well as
EXLOGLQJ DQGUHVWRULQJFKXUFKHV'XULQJ$OGHU¶VWLPHZLWKhim+DGGRQ¶VSUDFWLFHUHEXLOWWKH
nave at Ewyas Harold Church (1868) and built a house at Malvern College (1871), Holy
Trinity Church at Great Malvern, the clocktower at Knighton and Eignbrook Congregational
Church in Hereford (1872) ± just the sort of work that Alder would specialise in when he had
his own practice.
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
!* "Building

News 7 November 1919.
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Frederick Preedy (1820-1898) was a prolific architect and stained glass artist based first in
Worcester and then in London. Alder became his Chief Assistant in 1872 working
principally on new churches and restorations, domestic buildings etc. Preedy built at least
20 new churches, mostly in the West Midlands, of which 7 were built after Alder joined him.
Since Preedy retired from ill-health soon after Alder left him in 1884, it is a reasonable
assumption that Alder made major contributions to these.
In 1874 Alder joined the Architectural Association and in the same year went with them on a
WRXURIWKHFDWKHGUDOVDQGFKXUFKHVRIQRUWKHUQ)UDQFH+HVWDWHGLQWKDWKH³VSent
one month sketching etc. in Italy in 1876, and a fortnight in sketching etc. nearly every year
VLQFH´
In 1884 Alder married Kate Beatrice Bater and they had two sons and a daughter. For most
of their married life they lived in North London ± Wood Green, Muswell Hill and Highgate.
Alder assisted other architects before establishing his independent practice in 1887. On
3UHHG\¶VUHWLUHPHQW$OGHU carried on some of his work and got other commissions through
3UHHG\¶Vclients like the Skrine and Carlile families. Alder continued to work with partners
and associates whose names are sometimes coupled with his, especially John Turrill who,
with F. D. Danvers, FRQWLQXHG$OGHU¶VSUDFWLFHDIWHU, but Alder seems always to have
been the principal designer.
Whilst Alder does not appear to have held any official appointment with the Diocese of
London, and it was in any case the responsibility of parishes to appoint their own architects,
he seems to have established by 1898 a reputation for being reliable and not too expensive.
Indeed most of his church work was in growing working-class parishes where it was only
SRVVLEOHWREXLOGLIJUDQWVFRXOGEHREWDLQHG IURPWKH%LVKRSRI/RQGRQ¶V)XQGDQGRWKHU
bodies and these worked to a formula which specified a maximum cost related to the size of
WKHFRQJUHJDWLRQWKHFKXUFKFRXOGKROG WKH³VLWWLQJV´ 
Stylistically $OGHU¶VZRUNZDVPXFKLQIOXHQFHGE\ his continuing study of Gothic buildings at
home and abroad (particularly in France). In his later, and best, churches he tended to
favour the Decorated style of the 14th century in the nave which provided a strong vertical
emphasis whilst the windows followed Perpendicular style precedents to admit more light.
These churches often have excellent spatial qualities in the relationship of nave and aisles
similar to the work of J. L. Pearson. There is little of the contemporary Arts and Crafts
approach of Sedding or Caroe in which Gothic was developed in quirky new directions
which may be one reason why Alder has been viewed as a rather old-fashioned architect
instead of his buildings being appreciated as a sensitive re-interpretation of traditional
Gothic forms. In his halls, with the need for unobstructed space, Gothic plays a smaller part
though the wide windows, needed to provide as much light as possible, are given
Perpendicular style detailing or, as at the Charles Lamb Hall and Institute, are squareheaded Tudor collegiate in style, whilst the roof timbers have similar traditional features.
The Great War did not immediately bring church building to a stop. Contracts already under
way were completed and indeed sometimes started as late as 1915. However, the
shortage of labour and materials and the consequent increased costs gradually produced a
halt. Although Alder exhibited for the first time at the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition in
1918 (showing photographs of interiors of three of his churches), his career did not resume
!%"
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except for one commission completed in 1919 ± the war memorial cross outside St Saviour
Alexandra Park. His design for the war memorial lychgate at St Stephen¶s was built
posthumously in 1920.
Alder fully completed only eleven of his twenty-three new churches. Three more were
completed except for the planned tower and spire. The other nine, which were left either
without a permanent chancel or without the west end of the nave and aisles, had temporary
walls filling the gaps for many years, LQRQHFDVHWLOOWKH¶V 20. When these churches
were eventually finished by other architects, it was usually in other styles and on a smaller
scale. If these churches had been completed to their original designs including towers and
VSLUHV$OGHU¶VDUFKLWHFWXUe would be more highly regarded.
Alder fell ill in the autumn of 1919 and, following an operation, died of peritonitis on 28
October, aged 72. He was buried at Carshalton, Surrey.
Illustration No. 13

John Samuel Alder in a garden with his wife and their elder son and
daughter (c1888) 21

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
Mary and All Saints Potters Bar where the west end of the nave was finished off in 1967 with a
wall that is almost wholly clear glass.
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original photograph is in the possession of one of his descendants.
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Alder had ascribed his ³H[FHSWLRQDOO\ JRRGKHDOWK´WRWKHHIIRUWKHSXWLQWRVXSHUYLVLQJWKH
work on his buildings. In proposing him for Fellowship of the RIBA in 1916, Maurice Adams
VDLGWKDWKHKDGNQRZQKLPVLQFHDQGNQHZKLP³WREHDWKRURXJKO\ FDSDEOHDQG
practical aUFKLWHFW´ and a client, the vicar of St Saviour Wood Green, said that he found him
³DPRVWNLQGFRXUWHRXVDQGV\PSDWKHWLFDGYLVHU´

Recent Descriptions of the Hall
The Buildings of England µ3HYVQHU¶

22

says ±

³2QWKH1VLGH RI&KXUFK6WUHHW WKHPDLQIRFXVLVWKH&+$5/(6/$0%
INSTITUTE, 1907-8 by J. S. Alder, a long stone range with Tudor detail, the hall
DORQJVLGHWKHURDGHQGLQJLQDWXUUHW´
On 24 May 1973 the Hall was added ± at Grade II - by the (then) Department of the
Environment to the List of Buildings of Architectural or Historic Interest. Its description in
the List is also brief (which was normal at that time) ±
³1908 (Plaque in West bay). Stone faced building in collegiate Tudor style. Main
East part of one storey, 6 bays divided by buttresses, with small angle tower and low
spire. High pitched tiled roof and parapet. At left a narrow entrance link to one-bay
dwelling section where roof comes down to eaves. Further 2-storey gabled left bay.
Large stone mullioned and transomed windows, some canted bays. Back parts of
EULFNLQ$UWVDQG&UDIWVW\OH´
The London Borough of Enfield had designated the Church Street, Edmonton Conservation
Area, which included the Hall, on 28 August 1970. Their ³&KXUFK6WUHHW(GPRQWRQDQG
)RUH6WUHHW(GPRQWRQ&RQVHUYDWLRQ$UHDV&KDUDFWHU$SSUDLVDO´GDWHG6HSWHPEHU
HPSKDVLVHVWKH+DOO¶VWRZQVFDSHYDOXH±
³.. the former Charles Lamb Institute of 1907-8 by J. S. Adler (sic) presents rich,
limestone Tudor gothic elevations to the church and churchyard. It forms an
important backdrop to views of the church from the south and its corner turret
provides an eye-FDWFKHULQ&KXUFK6WUHHW´

The Building as Built and What Might Have Followed
The newspaper report in the Herald23 of the laying of the foundation stone in May 1907
contains a description of the intended building so detailed that it must have been copied
from information provided by the architect or his client. It did not of course preclude the
possibility of post-contract changes.
³For the present, the scheme is not being carried out in its entirety. The part
included in the contract now being executed by Mr. A. Monk is the church hall, with a
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
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B & Pevsner N. The Buildings of England, London 4: North (Penguin, London 1998).
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retiring room on the right of the entrance, which will be provided with domestic
appliances, and two other apartments ± DJHQWOHPDQ¶VUHWLULQJURRPDQGDOLEUDU\±
at the western end, which will eventually form a portion of the Institute. The hall will
be 72ft. in length by 32ft. in width, and will provide accommodation for 400 people.
As planned the Institute will be of two storeys, and will contain class and club rooms,
and also two small halls about 26ft. by 22ft. each, in one of which it is hoped to place
two billiard tables. In a further extension there will be six fair sized rooms, which will
be utilised for various parish purposes.
³In architectural style the structure will be Late Perpendicular, with its mullioned
windows and other ornamental details. It will have a striking and attractive
appearance, sufficient progress having already been made with it to afford an
indication of this. The front is being faced with Stamford freestone, and the same
material is being used for the windows and doorways, giving an added stateliness to
the building. On the south side there are recessed windows which while providing
increased internal space, afford interesting external features. A still larger and more
elevated window at the east end has the same characteristic. The main entrance
will be from Church-lane, the porch being a spacious one with stone jambs and
moulded stone arches. All the doorways, it may be mentioned, will open outwards,
in accordance with the County Council requirements. A small turret at the southeast corner will give prominence to the building from the approaches. The roof is to
be covered with red rough-faced tiles, which will harmonise with the general
appearance of the exterior of the premises´.
The building was indeed built in two phases with just a short pause between them. The file
on the BLVKRSRI/RQGRQ¶V)XQG¶Vgrant FRQWDLQV$OGHU¶VSODQGDWHG1RYHPEHURIWKH
Hall with the built part in grey and Phase 2 in red. However, it is not accompanied by
elevational drawings and there is a major difference between Phase 2 as shown in the plan
and what was built.
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Illustration No. 14

Plan of November 1907 showing completed and proposed works

Phase 1
The grey part of $OGHU¶VSODQcompletely matches the description of the first phase in the
newspaper report quoted above with the main hall occupying the east end of the building
and a wedge-shaped retiring room for ladies to its north and the library on the main façade
ZHVWRIWKHKDOOZLWKWKHPHQ¶VUHWLULQJURRPEHKLQGLWWRWKHQorth.
Phase 2
7KHSDUWVVKRZQLQUHGLQ$OGHU¶VSODQLnclude two class rooms added over the library and
PHQ¶VURRPDQGWKHQWZRFOXEURRPV to the west, one over the other. So far this accords
ZLWKWKHQHZVSDSHU¶VGHVFULSWLRQ and represents the full extent of the building as executed
(and as it is today). But there was clearly an intention to carry on beyond this.
What might Phase 3 have been?
$OGHU¶VSODQabove shows more in red as Phase 2 than was actually built. He shows further
rooms to the west of the Institute laid out as domestic accommodation with its own front
door and two sitting rooms, a living room and a kitchen on the ground floor and four
bedrooms and a box room above them. However, no other reference to domestic
accommodation has been found in any surviving contemporary documentation or in the
Press. This domestic provision appears generous if intended for a caretaker and his family
!)"
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so perhaps they had parish staff in mind (in 1907 the parish had four clergy as well as
Sanders and four paid lay workers). On the other hand, there is the mysterious reference in
WKHQHZVSDSHUGHVFULSWLRQWR³DIXUWKHUH[WHQVLRQ ZLWK VL[IDLUVL]HGURRPVZKLFKZLOOEH
utilised for various parish purposes´ZKLFKDOVRVHHPVQHYHUto have surfaced again.
Given the problem that Sanders appears to have had in raising the balance of the cost of
Phases 1 and 2 it is not surprising that no Phase 3 was built.
Another aspect of this mystery is the reference in the /LVWGHVFULSWLRQWRD³GZHOOLQJVHFWLRQ´
Certainly there is a rather domestic feel to the small doorway in the south side of the
EXLOGLQJ ZKLFKKDVWKHQXPEHU³´RQWKHZDOODGMRLQLQJ EXWthere is nothing about the
building in the 1911 Census or any domestic accommodation shown behind that door on
$OGHU¶VSODQ.

Albert Monk

(1848 - 1911)24

The builder and contractor for the hall, Albert James Monk, was an Edmonton man through
and through. He was born in Edmonton in 1848 and baptised at All Saints Parish Church.
His father Robert Carter Monk and his mother Mary lived in Fore Street and he started as a
carpenter like his father. He married Elizabeth Jane Wright, who was also born in
Edmonton (the daughter of a gardener in Bury Street), in 1866 when he was barely 18.
They had seven children all born in Edmonton ± the four sons followed their father into the
building trade, three becoming carpenters DQGRQHDVEXLOGHU¶VFOHUN. His premises too
were local ± in Hertford Road, Lower Edmonton.
0RQN¶V ILUVWODUJHFRQWUDFWZDVIRU(OGRQ5RDG6FKRROIRUWKHORFDO6FKRRO%RDUGLQWKHHDUO\
V+LVEXVLQHVVJUHZ³E\OHDSVDQGERXQGV´DQGE\KLVHPSORyees had been
³QXPEHUHGE\WKHKXQGUHGV´+LVRELWXDU\PHQWLRQHGVRPHRIKLV³PDQ\LPSRUWDQWZRUNVLQ
DQGDURXQG/RQGRQ´LQFOXGLQJDQ,QILUPDU\IRUWKH&LW\RI/RQGRQDW&ODSWRQEXLOGLQJVDW
Hackney Infirmary and new churches at Streatham, Wood Green, Barnet, Edmonton and
elsewhere.
Politically he was a Unionist and he was a trustee of the Conservative Club, which he built.
For six years before April 1904 he was a local representative on Middlesex County Council.
Formerly a member of the local School Board, he was an Edmonton District councillor from
WLOOKLVGHDWK)UHHPDVRQU\³DSSHDOHGWRKLPVWURQJO\DQGKHEHORQged to more than
RQHORGJH´DVZHOODVEHLQJDFWLYHO\DQGJHQHURXVO\LQYROYHG LQ0DVRQLFFKDULWLHV
In 1901 he and his family were living at New Street House, Edmonton but they moved to 21
Church Street, where having been in poor health for some years, Monk died on 12 October
1911. The house, on the north side of the street, still stands ± one of an attached pair from
the 18th century each with 3 bays and 3 storeys ± it is the one on the left with a nice early
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
section has been compiled from the following sources: Census returns, Civil Registration
records, Parish Registers, Probate registers and Electoral Registers, all on the Ancestry website;
.HOO\¶V(QILHOG (GPRQWRQ DQG :LQFKPRUH +LOO 'LUHFWRU\ -08; and the obituary and other reports
and tributes to Albert Monk published in the Tottenham and Edmonton Herald on 18 October, 20
October and 27 October 1911.
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nineteenth century iron porch. Monk was buried in Edmonton Cemetery after a funeral
service in All Saints Church conducted by the Revd E. A. B. Sanders. He left just over
£49,000.
Illustration No. 15

Albert Monk (foreground) at a meeting of the Edmonton School Board
(1901-04) (detail)

0RQN¶V obituary in the Herald describes him DV³DVHOI-PDGHPDQ«SRVVHVVHGRI
shrewdness and QDWLYHDELOLW\ «RIDFKDULWDEOHGLVSRVLWLRQDQGRSHQ-handed, giving
liberally in many directions. There was something of John Bull about him, for he spoke his
mind freely, and could be very blunt in his remarks, but for all that he created few
DQLPRVLWLHVDQGKDGKRVWVRIIULHQGV´ +RZHYHU6DQGHUV¶DGGUHVVDW0RQN¶VIXQHUDOPDGH
no reference to his ever having been actively involved with the parish church or, for that
matter, in religious matters generally.
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His widow and his son Harry, as his executors, continued the business under the name
³$OEHUW0RQN´25 and the firm built many public buildings in north London and beyond
between the wars. His widow, who had continued to live at 21 Church Street, died in
Brighton in 1932.
Monk carried out at least one other building designed by Alder - WKHKDOODW6W-RKQ¶V
Palmers Green (Bourne Hill) in 1908 (Illustration No. 9) and tendered unsuccessfully for
another the same year ± when eight builders tendered for the contract for St 3HWHU¶V+DOO DW
Edmonton (Illustration No. 8), Monk was the third lowest. Prior to these he executed at
least one other of 6DQGHUV¶EXLOGLQJ SURMHFWV- the Almshouses next to All Saints Church26

Laying the Foundation Stone
As already mentioned, the inscription on the Foundation Stone says it was laid on 11 May
1907 by Lady St Helier.
Mary, Lady St Helier (1849-1931), philanthropist, was born Susan Mary Elizabeth StewartMackenzie. After her first husband died she married Francis Jeune, a barrister from Jersey,
who rose to become a senior judge. He was raised to the peerage in 1905 as Lord St
Helier but died just two months later. Lady St Helier, who hosted legendary dinner parties
and supported many charitable causes, was an alderman of the London County Council
from 1910 to 1927 where she fought hard for the improvement of housing facilities in
London. The extensive St Helier housing estate built in South London by the LCC was
named after her+HUUHFUHDWLRQVZHUH³ELF\FOLQJULGLQJDQGVNDWLQJ´ 27.

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
with Middlesex County Council dated 31 December 1911 for building of the Edmonton
Technical Institute (LMA ref. MCC/CL/L/CON/02/01446). They went on to build schools, hospitals,
court houses and public housing estates.
#& "Contract
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",-./."bear an inscription panel stating that the Trustees of the charity had totally demolished and

rebuilt them in 1903 with the builder being Albert Monk whilst the Treasurer of the charity is named
as Rev. Ernest A. B. Sanders.
and National Portrait Gallery websites, the Oxford Directory of National Biography and
Who was Who?
"
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Illustration No.16

Lady St Helier (c1902-1910). (Sepia-toned platinotype by George
Charles Beresford in the National Portrait Gallery 28.)

The Herald in a lengthy report29 said that a large company attended the stone-laying
ceremony and named several clergymen, councillors and other notables as well as the
churchwardens and J. S. Alder and A. Monk. There was a short religious service and then
the Vicar made the statement about the purposes of the building quoted above. He
concluded by asking Lady St. Helier to lay the foundation stone. The Herald says³Her ladyship was handed a silver trowel by the Architect, and in seeing that the
block of VWRQHZDVZHOODQGWUXO\ODLGµto the glory of God and for the good of His
church¶VKHGLVSOD\HGDOPRVWDPDVRQ¶VVNLOO
³Col. Bowles proposed a vote of thanks to Lady St. Helier, whose presence would,
he said, inspire them to make a true and great success of that project.
³0U'REELQVHFRQGLQJREVHUYHGWKDWWKHPDQQHULQZKLFKKHUODG\VKLSVSUHDGWKH
mortar on the stone showed that it was not the first that she had laid30´
Although a SRVWFDUGLQVFULEHG³No.1 Laying Foundation Stone of Church Hall 11.5.07´does
not depict a ceremony, it clearly shows Church Lane and the building site with Albert
0RQN¶V VLJQERDUG. Everyone seems to be waiting for something so perhaps (as implied by
the number) there was originally a set of postcards of the event with the actual ceremony on
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
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x22328. The NPG has two other images of her dated respectively 1892 and 1914.
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this was obvious flattery, Henry W. Dobb would have known the truth of the matter as he
was an architect who executed a number of local buildings including the rebuilt almshouses next to
$OO6DLQWV¶&KXUFK.
$+ "Whilst
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a later one31. The gentleman in academic dress has been tentatively identified as the Revd
E. A. B. Sanders.
Illustration No.17

³/D\LQJ)RXQGDWLRQ 6WRQHRI&KXUFK+DOO´

The Opening Ceremony (and the Grand Fancy Bazaar)
No report of an opening ceremony after the completion of the first phase of work has been
found32 but the Church Hall was up and running in good time for Christmas 1907. Events
reported in the Herald as having taken place in the Church Hall include a Ruri-decanal
Conference as well as a meeting of the All Saints Adult Temperance Society (with the
³%ODFN&ORDN&RQFHUW3DUW\´ as a draw) at the end of October, an entertainment to raise
funds for the Metropolitan Provident Association on 18 November, the annual entertainment
SUHVHQWHGE\WKH(GPRQWRQ3DULVK&KXUFK*LUOV¶&OXERQ1RYHPEHU the annual winter
concert in aid of the Sunday Schools on 10 December and on 14 December a sparsely
DWWHQGHGFRQFHUWE\0U'XGOH\%LVKRS¶V&RQFHUW3DUW\33.
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
the collection of the Enfield Local Studies Library and Archive who have kindly permitted it to be
reproduced here on the understanding that any use of the image for commercial purposes requires
the payment of a fee of £40. The same applies to Illustration No. 1 . The cottages behind match
those on that card.
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of The Tottenham and Edmonton Herald from August to December 1907 were abortive.
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However, the final completion of the building required a splendid formal opening ceremony.
This took place on Tuesday 2 June 1908 combined with a µ*UDQG )DQF\%D]DDU¶, spread
over three days (2 - 4 June), which it was hoped would raise £350 to furnish the building34.
The programme for the event announced that it was hoped that the opening ceremony
would be performed by Princess Louise Augusta of Schleswig-Holstein35. If that would not
be enough to make this a very grand bazaar indeed, there were to be further opening
ceremonies with Lady Letchworth (accompanied by Sir Edward Letchworth) doing the
honours on the second day and Sir Edmund Hay Currie on the third day.
Unfortunately, as the Herald36 related on the following Friday, ³owing to her many
engagements (the PULQFHVV ZDVQRWDEOHWRDWWHQG´. Lady St Helier was invited to return
but in the event it was her daughter, the Viscountess Midleton, who performed the
ceremony. The Herald said that
³Lady Midleton in rising to declare the Institute open, said it was very kind of them to
have given her the opportunity of coming there, though in doing so she felt she was
a great fraud for in the first place she ought to have been the Princess Louise
Augusta and if not she then her mother, who would have been glad to come only
that she had arranged a meeting at her home. They were often told now-a-days
KRZFKLOGUHQZHUHDOZD\VSXWWLQJWKHLUSDUHQWV¶QRVHVRXWRIMRLQWEXWVKHwould be
sorry to do that by her mother (Laughter). She was very pleased under the
FLUFXPVWDQFHVWRWDNHKHUSODFHDQGWRGHFODUHWKH+DOORSHQ¶
Lady Midleton (1876 -1966) was /DG\6W+HOLHU¶VGDXJKWHUE\KHUILUVWKXVEDQGIn 1903 as
Madeleine Cecilia Carlile Stanley she became the second wife of the Rt Hon St John
Brodick MP who had held Cabinet posts in the Conservative Government that fell in 1906
when he also lost his seat in the House of Commons. The next year he inherited the title of
Viscount Midleton (in the Irish peerage). He was created Earl of Midleton in 1920 and died
in 1942. The dowager Countess of Midleton died in 1966.´37

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
Edmonton Parish Magazine for March 1908 (in the LMA) which seems to be the only issue
from before 1941 that has survived.
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Although she failed to show, the Princess deserves a footnote. Usually called Princess Marie
Louise, she was born at Cumberland Lodge, Windsor in 1872 and given the names Franziska
Josepha Louise Augusta Marie Christiana Helena. She was the younger child of Prince Christian of
Schleswig-Holstein and his wife Princess Helena, the third daughter of Queen Victoria. After the
annulment of her marriage to Prince Aribert of Anhalt, she UHWXUQHG WR(QJODQG DQG ³GHYRWHG KHU OLIH
WRIXUWKHULQJ FKDULWDEOH FDXVHVDQG VRFLDOVHUYLFHV´ EHFRPLQJ ³DIDPLOLDU ILJXUH DWEDOOVDQG ED]DDUV´ 
She died in 1956. (Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 2004)
"
$' "Tottenham and Edmonton Herald 5 June 1908.
National Portrait Gallery has her SKRWRJUDSK GDWHG  13* $[  EXWWKH³ZHE LPDJH
RI WKLVLVQRWFXUUHQWO\ DYDLODEOH´ DW-XO\ 
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Illustration No. 18

&RYHURIWKHSURJUDPPHIRUWKH³*UDQGFancy %D]DDU´

The ensuing bazaar was clearly quite an event ± on the first two days admission cost 1
shilling between 3pm and 5pm and 6d from 5pm to 10pm whilst it was 6d all day on the last
day. Alternatively there was a season ticket admitting three persons for 4 shillings or a
single season ticket at 2 shillings. For this, as well as stalls selling goods, there was a Café
&KDQWDQWµ/LYLQJ:D[ZRUNV¶, Half-hour Concerts, Palmistry, Dramatic Performances (by
members of the Choral Society) and much else.
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Illustration No. 19

Interior of the Church Hall in 1908 ±
looking west.38

Charles Lamb (1775-1834)
At the foundation stone laying ceremony, the Vicar was quoted39 as saying that one
purpose of the building was
³to perpetuate the memory of one of those least known, and yet most brilliant, of
English literary characters´
going on to say that
³,WLVSURSRVHGWRDVVRFLDWHWKH,QVWLWXWHZLWKWKHQDPHRI&KDUOHV/DPEWKH
essayist, who resided in the quaint little recessed cottage in Church-street, and who
lies buried with his sister Mary in the grave-yard almost directly opposite the site of
the new premises. It will be a fitting memorial to the gentle Elia, and a handsome
addition to the public, or semi-SXEOLFEXLOGLQJVRIWKHGLVWULFW´
To try and understand ZK\WKHEXLOGLQJ ZRXOGEH³DILWWLQJPHPRULDO´, it is necessary to look
briefly at the life and achievements of Charles Lamb.
Born in London in 1775, Charles Lamb ZDVVHQWWRVFKRRODW&KULVW¶V+RVSLWDO MXVWQRUWKRI
6W3DXO¶V&DWKHGUDO) EHIRUHMRLQLQJ WKH(DVW,QGLD &RPSDQ\DVDFOHUNLQWKHDFFRXQWDQW¶V
department in London ± a post he held for 33 years. His sister Mary, who was ten years
older than Charles, in 1796 in a fit of mania stabbed their mother to death when she sought
to protect a girl-apprentice who had upset her daughter7KHMXU\¶VYHUGLFWRIOXQDF\PHDQW
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
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Mary was moved to an asylum but was allowed to return home on condition that a family
member cared for her. Charles made the momentous decision to devote his life to his sister
and they lived together till his death. Charles became well known in the London literary
world as a poet, novelist, dramatist and critic and his friends included Keats, Coleridge and
Hazlitt.
After Charles retired from the East India Company, he and Mary lived in Islington and then
Enfield before moving to Edmonton in 1833 WROLYHDW:DOGHQ¶V&RWWDJHLQ&KXUFK6WUHHW
He chose Edmonton because Mary had deteriorated and the Waldens had experience of
dealing with such cases and indeed had looked after her before. Charles, who drank to
excess, contracted erysipelas after grazing his face when he tripped whilst strolling in Fore
Street and died at home on 27 December 1834. He was buried nearby in All Saints
churchyard. Mary survived him by 13 years and was buried beside him in 1847. The grave
is marked by a much later gravesWRQHZKLOVW:DOGHQ¶V&RWWDJHQRZNQRZQ as Charles
/DPE¶V&RWWDJHstill stands nearby.
His fame endured mostly for his whimsical and elegiac essays published under the
SVHXGRQ\P³(OLD´³/DPE¶VZULWLQJVwere held in highest esteem, probably, in the fifty years
IURPDERXWWR´ Furthermore, ³Victorian critics «made of Lamb a figure
exemplary for fine feeling in his writing and self-sacrifice in his life´40
So, at the peak of his fame and seen perhaps as an appropriate model of Christian virtue,
his name might have seemed not inappropriate for a Church of England foundation even
though he appears to have had no particular association with the Church in general or
Edmonton Parish Church in particular (in religion he tended towards Unitarianism). For that
matter, he lived in Edmonton for less than two years yet, because the cottage had survived
and his grave was there, Edmonton was something of a focus for Lamb enthusiasts 41.
:KLOVW/DPE¶VQDPHZDVDFFHSWDEOHWRWKH&KXUFKLWPD\DOVRKDYHEHHQseen as
preferable to DQDPHOLNH VD\WKH³$OO6DLQWV¶,QVWLWXWH´ZKLFKZRXOGKDve instantly identified
WKHEXLOGLQJ¶V FRQQHFWLRQWRWKHFKXUFKDQGSXWRIIIURPXVLQJLWPHPEHUVRIWKHFRPPXQLW\
who did not have an affinity to the Church of England.
One result RIFKRRVLQJ/DPE¶VQDPHwas that Sanders was able to raise funds for the
church hall by appealing to one constituency and for the Institute to a more secular one. As
already mentioned in the section on fund-raising, Sanders mentioned in his address at the
foundation stone ceremony (as reported by the Herald), that ³7KHUHZDVDQLQIOXHQWLDO &RPPLWWHHEHLQJIRUPHGLQ/RQGRQIRUWKHFROOHFWLRQRI
funds for a Charles Lamb memorial, and he was glad to know that their efforts were
bHLQJVXFFHVVIXOO\SURVHFXWHG´
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
quotations are from the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2004-2014, which is the
source for most of this biographical note.
%+ "The

"The connection is still maintained ± in May/June 2014 a Lamb Festival was held at All Saints
Church and a stone memorial bench has been installed opposite the church bearing a quotation
VWDWLQJWKDW/DPE ³/RYHG KLVEUHWKUHQ RI PDQNLQG´
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Then at the opening ceremony the Vicar, again as reported in the Herald, said that
³LQ1RYHPEHU  WKHUHZRXOGEHD&KDUOHV/DPEGLQQHUDWWKH&ULWHULRQ
5HVWDXUDQWZKHQLWZDVKRSHGWRUDLVH ´
For all these reasons, attaching &KDUOHV/DPE¶s name to the building was an astute choice.

The Hall before the Great War
The Enfield Local Studies Library and Archive have programmes for two other events held
at the hall before the Great War. On 17 and 18 November 1910 a Sale of Work in aid of
Parochial Funds took place there with the Duchess of Lousada42 to perform the opening
ceremony and realised a net profit of about £12043. From 17 ± )HEUXDU\WKHµ+DOOH¶
KRVWHGµ<H2OGH(GPRQWRQ)D\UH¶WRUDLVHPRQH\IRUWKHORFDOFKXUFKVFKRROVDQGWKH
FKXUFKLWVHOI7KHSURJUDPPHSURPLVHGLQDGGLWLRQWRVWDOOVRUFKHVWUDOPXVLFDQGµD:RUOG
5HQRZQHG9HQWULORTXLVW¶ According to the Herald
³7KHLQWHULRURIWKHHall was transformed into an old market place and the visitor was
FDUULHGEDFNWRWKHVL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\«(YHU\ZKHUHWKHUHZDVDQROG-fashioned
atmosphere with thatched roofs, the old-fashioned attire of the ladies, and the
peculiar dressing of the stalls, HWF´44
Another entertainment on the first day was in the Billiard Room at 8.30pm ±
³Two most interesting Competitions will be held, viz. - Ladies making Cigarettes:
Gentlemen making Apple Dumplings. One of the most amusing things of the day.
'RQ¶Wforget it! Admission 2d each.´
On the following day in the same place and at the same time the competitions were
³Nail Driving for Ladies: Washing for Gentlemen. Do not fail to witness these
amusing and instructive events ± you are sure to be interested and the price of
admission is only 2d each.´
This must surely have been the last time that such competitions could be staged as the
demands of the Great War would oblige so many of both sexes to become multi-skilled.

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
seems to have had a talent for finding titled ladies. Emily Florence Magee of New
Orleans married Sir Eardley Eardley Bt who was later given an 18 months sentence for making a
bigamous marriage to another lady. After his death she married a British army offic er who inherited a
Spanish dukedom in 1905. ('HEUHWW¶s Peerage and Baronetage 1910).
%# "Sanders

%$ "Tottenham

and Edmonton Herald, 25 November 1910.

%% "Tottenham

and Edmonton Herald. 20 February 1914.
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The Next One Hundred Years
Perhaps if more issues of the Parish Magazine had survived it would be possible to know
what roles the Hall played during the Great War. The Herald has nothing in the early
months of the War about any war-related activity there such as recruitment, training, fundraising for the War or the care of refugees but there are reports of matches played by the
Charles Lamb Institute cricket team. Similarly information about the Hall is more difficult to
find after the Great War than before which reflects changes in society and the priorities of
the editors of local newspapers. Crime and court reports continue to use up much
newsprint but the more mundane goes unreported. Finding what information exists will
soon become far easier when local newspapers have been fully digitised.
After the Great War, society changed in many ways. New forms of entertainment and
communication and greater mobility resulted in people looking less to their local community
for entertainment, instruction or amusement. $WKUHHGD\ED]DDURU³)D\UH´ZLWKFRQFHUWV
and silly games would no longer be practical even if enough people could be found to
organise it. Technological innovations such as radio and cinema created a society where
activities at the Hall would be less attractive than staying in to listen to the wireless or going
to the pictures and later in the century television and the mass ownership of motor-cars
would complete this process.
The role of a church hall became increasingly restricted to being an adjunct to its church
rather than being used as an asset for the wider community and in Edmonton it is clear also
that from the Great War on the Institute had to help support the hall. Thus, whilst the
building continued to be used for parish activities, outside organisations hired parts of the
building ± for example, from its foundation in 1921 until it moved to the nearby Angel Hotel
in 1933, the Edmonton Lodge (4339) of Freemasons met in the Institute45. Also from some
time before January 1928 (and probably from 1926 or earlier) until 1939, the Institute was
home to the Edmonton Preparatory School, though little information about the school is
available beyond its Principal being a Miss A. S. Lewis 46.
The Institute¶VFULFNHW team has already been mentioned and that there was a Charles Lamb
Institute Social and Athletic Club is shown by a notice in the London Gazette on 2 May 1941
that the Registrar of Friendly Societies on 25 April had cancelled its registration ³RQWKH
JURXQGWKDWWKHVRFLHW\KDGFHDVHGWRH[LVW´ This may have been in part a consequence of
the Second World War during which the Hall was lost completely to the parish for many
years, being restored to them long after hostilities had ceased.
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
%& "/DQH¶V 0DVRQLF 5HFRUGV

available at www.hronline.ac.uk.

46

0LVV/HZLV DQG WKHVFKRROZLWK ³/DPE ,QVWLWXWH´ DVWKHDGGUHVV ZHUH PHQWLRQHG LQ The Guardian
on 22 January and 22 July 1928, 16 October 1932 and 15 January 1939 when she won prizes in the
papeU¶s Acrostic competition. .HOO\¶V'LUHFWRU\ IRU 0LGGOHVH[ JLYHV WKHVFKRRO¶VDGGUHVV DV
³&KXUFK 6WUHHW(GPRQWRQ´ without being more specific whilst other directories from the 1930s
mention Miss Lewis as the Principal. On 28 May 1926 The Times noted that ³$QRQ\PRXV SXSLOVRI
(GPRQWRQ 3UHSDUDWRU\ 6FKRRO´ had subscribed 10s to the National Police Fund.
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At the start of the War the Institute had a brief life as a County Court. In 1939 and 1940
both The Times and the London Gazette published legal notices announcing various public
examinations for bankruptcy ³,Q(GPRQWRQ&RXQW\&RXUWLQ%DQNUXSWF\´at ³the County
Court Offices, Charles Lamb Institute, ChurFK6WUHHW/RZHU(GPRQWRQ1´ The earliest of
these was set down for 25 October 1939 and the last for 2 August 1940.
However, the parish evidently continued to use parts of the building at least till early 1941
since the April 1941 issue of the Edmonton Parish Magazine refers to Sunday Schools still
meeting there ± Infants and Juniors in the Church Hall at 10am, Juniors in the Church Hall
at 3pm, and during the week, the Mothers¶ Meeting and the Girl Guides in the Bowerman
Room (which was one of the larger rooms in the Institute). After that parish use of the
building ceased altogether and by the June issue all these parish activities had been relocated.
Although the building had been taken over by the Government for use as a Food Office47,
the Parish Magazine made no reference to this throughout the War48. However, The
Herald49 reported that on 13 April 1942 at the vestry meeting and annual parochial meeting
³$UHDOVSLULWRIRSWLPLVPZDVLQWURGXFHGE\&hurchwarden Edmunds who,
presenting the church hall accounts, declared that although the Lamb Institute was
now being used for office purposes by a Ministry, the dancing licence for the hall had
been renewed because, said Mr Edmunds, µ:HQHYHUNQRZZKHQWKHZDUZLOOHQG¶
Blitz damage aWWKH,QVWLWXWHKDGFRVW ´
On 29 May 1942 a syndicated report appeared in the Aberdeen Journal (and, with less
detail, in The Times) ³1,100 Clothing Books Stolen. Over 1,100 clothing books containing nearly 70,000
of the new issue coupons have disappeared from a church hall used as a sub depot
of Edmonton Food Office´,
but as there is no report of this in the local paper50, it is not possible to be sure just which
church hall this referred to.

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
to find any records for the Edmonton Food Office at The National Archive at Kew failed.
$QRWHLQWKHLU FDWDORJXH H[SODLQVWKDW³$WWKHRXtbreak of the Second World War, local authorities
were empowered to appoint Food Control Committees. Once appointed the Committees had no
IXUWKHU FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK WKHORFDODXWKRULW\ GHULYLQJ DOOWKHLUSRZHUV IURP WKH 0LQLVWU\RI )RRG «7KH
Food Executive 2IILFHU ZDVUHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ RI WKHORFDO)RRG 2IILFH´ 7KH ILOH
VHULHV0$) GHDOVZLWK )RRG &RQWURO &RPPLWWHHVEXW ³7KH PDWHULDO VHOHFWHGIRU SUHVHUYDWLRQ LVD
VPDOOFURVVVHFWLRQRI )RRG &RQWURO &RPPLWWHHV WKURXJKRXW WKH FRXQWU\´6 adly Edmonton was not
among those selected (though Tottenham was).
%( "Attempts

Enfield Local Studies Centre and Archive has a bound volume containing the Magazine from
January 1941 to December 1957 but there are some gaps in this run.
%) "The

%* "Tottenham
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and Edmonton Herald 17 April 1942.

least not in the Tottenham and Edmonton Herald from 3 April to 8 May 1942 inclusive.
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Rationing of some commodities continued till long after the War had ended and the Hall
continued to be forbidden to the parish. By 1947 they were getting impatient. In the
January 1948 issue of the Magazine the Vicar said of WKHUHFHQW&KULVWPDV6DOHWKDW³ZHDOO
UHDOLVHGWKDWLWEDGO\ ZDQWHGWKHPRUHVSDFLRXVDFFRPPRGDWLRQRI/DPE¶V,QVWLWXWH IRUVXFK
DQHIIRUWEXWDVWKDWLVVWLOOGHQLHG WRXVZHPDGHWKHEHVWRIWKHDFFRPPRGDWLRQZHKDG´
There was movement though as in MDUFKWKH0DJD]LQH VDLGWKDW³<RXU+DOO
Committee has been busy. Among other things they have now purchased tables and chairs
LQUHDGLQHVVIRURXUUHWXUQWR/DPE¶V´
This turned to disappointment when in August the parishioners were told that though it had
EHHQKRSHGWRJHW/DPE¶s Institute back in the early Autumn, this would now be delayed.
The Food Office had been about to move into another of the pDULVK¶VEXLOGLQJV6W*HRUJH¶V
Hall (LQ6W*HRUJH¶s Road) but the discovery of dry rot in the floor there meant the parish
had to re-IORRULWILUVW7KLVGHOD\ZRXOGPHDQZDLWLQJSDWLHQWO\³IRUWKHKDSS\GD\WRZKLFK
ZHKDYHORRNHGIRUZDUGIRUVRPDQ\\HDUV´
7KH³*UDQG5H-2SHQLQJRI&KDUOHV/DPE¶V,QVWLWXWH´WRRNSODFHRQ6DWXUGD\st January
³ZLWK2OGH7\PH'DQFLQJ0XVLFE\WKHµ3DUDPRXQW2UFKHVWUD¶$GPLVVLRQ
5HIUHVKPHQWV6SRW3UL]HV´7KHbuilding had been redecorated during December and the
Vicar wrote in the January Magazine that ³7KHUHFDQEHQRGRXEWWKDWWKHSRVVHVVLRQRI
such a splendid Hall will make a vast difference to our life. Looking back over the nine
years I wonder how we have ever been able to keep any worthwhile organisation going with
the scanty accommodation we haYHKDG´+HORRNHGIRUZDUGWRDJUHDWH[SDQVLRQRIWKH
SDULVK¶VDFWLYLWLHVEXWZDUQHGWKDWWKH\ZRXOGKDYHWROHWRXWWKH+DOO DVPXFKDVSRVVLEOHWR
make it financially self-supporting. ,Q 0DUFKKHZURWHWKDW³RQHVLGHRIRXUSDULVKOLIHWKH
social sidHZKLFKKDVEHHQFUDPSHGIRUPDQ\\HDUVKDVEHHQUHOHDVHGIURPLWVIHWWHUV´,Q
subsequent months the Magazine notes the building being used again by the Sunday
6FKRROWKH0RWKHUV¶ 8QLRQDQGRWKHUFKXUFKFOXEVDQGVRFLHWLHVDQGE\WKHSDULVK¶VGUDPD
group (The Epic Players), and with bazaars, whist drives, choral concerts etc. in aid of
church funds.
In due course some problems arose from a clash of interests. In July 1952 the Parish
Magazine published a statement by the Halls Committee reacting to disappointment
expressed by members of some church organisations that they had been unable to book
WKH+DOO EHFDXVHRIDQ³RXWVLGHOHW´,WZDVH[SODLQHG WKDWLWZDV³LPSRVVLEOHWRSD\RXUZD\
and improve the comfort and amenities at the Hall without the income from the lettings to
outside bodies. The Hall costs a great deal to run. Even without improvements, such as
WKHQHZFKDLUVRXUQRUPDOELOOVDPRXQWWRDSSUR[LPDWHO\ SHU\HDU« WKLVZDVPDGH
up of) Licences and Borough Rates £62; Maintenance £186; Wages and National Health
Insurance £286; Lighting and Heating £332; Insurance £33 and Miscellaneous expenditure
«OHWWLQJ WKHXSVWDLUVURRPVWRWKH0LQLVWU\ RI:RUNV KHOSV EXWLWLVWKHRXWVLGHOHWV
that enable us to have the advantages of a church hall and to give our own organisations
the privilege of holding their functions at a hiring fee which as often as not does not even
FRYHUWKHFRVWRIKHDWLQJDQGOLJKWLQJIRUWKHHYHQLQJ´
It is interesting that in 1952 part of the building was again a Government office, though this
time on a voluntary basis. Some idea of subsequent longer term uses of the Hall can be
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gained from the Post Office Directory for London51. From the 1959 edition on, the Hall was
shown as the address of the following;Burridge School of Dancing (1959 ± 1974)
A Scott & Sons (London) Ltd, building contracts (1960 ± 1962)
Edward Beck & Son Ltd, haulage contractors (1966 ± 1970)
Gai Jay Nursery school (1970 ± 1978)
Overham Ltd, sales promotion (1971 only)
Heanor Haulage Co. Ltd (1971 ± 1973)
$OO6DLQWV¶3DULVK2IILFH ± 1983)
E Stringer, printer (1973 ± 1979)
Melody School of Dancing (1976 ± 1979)
Graydale nursery school (1979 ± 1983)
Illustration No. 20

Interior of the Church Hall in 1974 looking east where there is now a gallery and glazed screen.

Sadly, we are told in ³$&HOHEUDWLRQRI<HDUV´ (1986) that during the 1970s
µ/DPE¶V+DOO«QHHGHGDJUHDWGHDORIZRUNGRQHWKHKHDWLQJQHHGHGWREH
modernised, the stonework was deteriorating, and with the increase in traffic,
crossing the road to and from the Church was getting more hazardous ± even on a
6XQGD\7KXVWKHGHFLVLRQZDVWDNHQWRVHOO/DPE¶V+DOODQGEXLOGDQHZ+DOO RQ
the site of the entrance to the old Vicarage. This hall designed by John Phillips
$5,%$ ZDVRSHQHGLQ¶
The building was advertised in 1981 in the Estates Gazette as
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
51

Extensive runs of street directories are rare but the Bishopsgate Institute has an excellent
collection of the Post Office London Directory. Initially limited to the County of London, this extended
its range to all London postal districts in 1956. The Hall appears in the 1956 ± 1958 editions without
reference to occupiers. With the 1984 Directory the Hall disappears as such to become No. 65
Church Street ± Tower Gym and Health Club.
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³)UHHKROGFKXUFKKDOOZLWKH[WHQVLYHSUHPLVHVµ7KH&KDUOHV/DPE,QVWLWXWH¶ «
planning consent for internal alterations to form offices, banquet and conference
URRPV´52.
In the event it was acquired by Mr Bill Luscombe who converted it into the Tower Gym and
Health Club which he ran for 27 years with his son and daughter. The main hall was
adapted as WKHPHQ¶VVHFWLRQZLWKWKHZRPHQLQWKH,QVWLWXWH,WZDVVHHQDVD³IDPLO\J\P´
and a community asset attracting locals, young and old, as well as users from further afield,
including celebrities like the late Bob Hoskins. Despite the enthusiastic support of its
clients, the Gym became uneconomic due to the cost of maintenance, problems with
access and heating costs. The Tower Gym closed in 2009.53
The building was then acquired by its present owners, the New Covenant Church, thus
opening a new chapter in its story.

A Brief Chronology ± Principal Events
1900
1907

1908

Revd E. A. B. Sanders appointed Vicar of Edmonton.
(11 May)

Foundation stone laid.

(October?)

Phase 1 (Hall) opened.

(2 June)

Complete building opened with a Grand Fancy Bazaar.

1941

Building taken over as a Food Office

1948

Building returned to parish

1970

Building included in a Conservation Area

1973

Building listed Grade II

1982

New church hall built. Lamb building sold as Tower Gym.

2009

Tower Gym closes.
Building taken over the New Covenant Church.
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Edmonton Past and Present George W. Sturges 1938
Old Edmonton Alfred J Palmer 1936
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